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During a speech on Aug. 13 in Bluefields (Atlantic coast), Interior Minister Tomas Borge asserted
that no political settlement is possible in Nicaragua as long as the contras and domestic opposition
groups continue to insist on "unacceptable proposals." In his view, the Democratic Coordinator a
coalition of political parties, labor groups and a business organization are "ultra-rightists." Borge
said, "I repeat that at least for now, we cannot expect anything with the contras and the ultrarightists... They are playing the same games: sit down at the negotiating table, make unacceptable
proposals, leave, and then, with all the communications media at their disposal, say that we are
intransigent, warlike, stubborn narco-atheists. "We are not and will not be willing to surrender
our principles, the basis of our existence as a revolution." Bluefields is a mostly black community
located in Nicaragua's English-speaking eastern coast. Borge was accompanied by former Tanzanian
President Julius Nyerere, who was visiting Nicaragua. Nyerere arrived from Mexico, where he
presided over the third congress of the South Commission, an organization formed by Third World
nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Borge said: "We are firm believers in negotiations.
But negotiation is impossible as long as there are those who call for a military solution to the
conflict, and while internal political groups support this possibility...With groups of the extreme
right, agreement is possible only through confrontation, that is to say, the understanding that we
are enemies. "The counter-revolution does the dirty work, and the ultra-rightists do the clean
work...They are telling Nicaragua and its revolution that it must leave power or be defeated. If we
do not step down, they will make war on us or bring about anarchy and civil disobedience." Copies
of Borge's speech were distributed by the Interior Ministry in Managua. (Basic data from New York
Times, 08/15/88)
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